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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UN, XF, IS, PLO 

SUBJECT: ECOSOC: PLO MEMBERSHIP IN ECWA 

REF: STATE 148786 

EYTAN RONN, MFA SPECIAL ADVISOR FOR INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, SAID JULY 4 THAT ISRAEL HAS UNDERTAKEN 
CONSULTATION IN LATIN AMERICA AND ASIA, BUT NOT IN 
AFRICA, TO SEEK SUPPORT AGAINST PLO MEMBERSHIP IN 
ECWA AND "SOME AFFIRMATIVE VOICES" HAVE BEEN HEARD 
IN RESPONSE. EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE STATED THEIR 
WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT ISRAEL IN TRYING TO KEEP THE 
SUBJECT FROM COMING TO A VOTE AND TO VOTE AGAINST 
MEMBERSHIP IF A VOTE CANNOT BE AVOIDED. RONN SAID. 

HE ALSO SAID IT WAS VERY USEFUL FOR THE U.S. TO MAKE 
AN EFFORT AT THE SAME TIME BECAUSE IT WOUD BE 
DANGEROUS FOR THE PLO TO BE GIVEN A STATUS EQUIVALENT 
TO THAT OF A STATE. IT WILL BE IMPORTANT FOR ISRAEL 
AND THE U.S. TO CONSULT CLOSELY IN GENEVA AND TO 
ATTEMPT TO EXERT INFLUENCES ON DELEGATIONS THERE. 
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